nyone involved in lo-
cal government for any
period of time is famil-
iar with the many gen-
erations of stormwater
management.

Take Cheri Grumbine, manager of
North Lebanon Township in Lebanon
County, for instance. When she began
her township career in 1986, stormwa-
ter management involved the creation
of large detention basins that would
_ Capture stormwater and slowly release it
. into a stream with little thought to sedi-
~ ment and other pollutants,

Soon enough, she saw water quality,
and not just quantity, become the focus
of stormwater management. It hit home
- sometime around 2000 when federal

- regulations emerged requiring munici-
 palities to get a better handle on storm-
- water pollutants discharged ro streams,
creeks, and rivers. Under the National
. Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
i . (NPDES) regulations, North Lebanon -
& Township and nearly 1,000 other local
E - governments with municipal separate

. storm sewer systems (called MS4 com-

all. During the past few d
become an integral part
that must comply with fe
a critical deadline loomi

New MS4 Stormwater Regulations
Require Townships to Reduce Sediment

For nearly half a century, America has been on a mission to
clean up its waterways and ensure fresh, abundant water for
ecades, stormwater management has
of that goal. This year, many townships
deral stormwater requirements have
ng: Most must develop a pollutant
reduction plan by this summer and then decrease their sedi-
ment discharge over the next five years.
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munities) in the state had to implement
specific actions, called best manage-
ment practices, to prevent or minimize
undesirable stormwater runoff.

“Since 2003, we have had a storm-
water management program in place,
and each year we have done more and
more around the required practices,”
Grumbine says. “We have trained our
employees, inventoried and mapped our
stormwater systems, conducted inspec-
tions of all these facilities, and provided
public education.”

Now, North Lebanon faces what
may be its most onerous and costly
mandate to date. The state Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) is
administering a new permit that re-
quires certain MS4 communities (those
that either are located in the Chesapealce
Bay watershed or contain surface water
impaired with certain pollutants) to de-
velop and implement a pollutant reduc-
tion plan that will reduce sediment
discharge by 10 percent over the next
five years.

“In the past in Pennsylvania, storm-
water management to comply with the

M54 permit has been about education,
outreach, and good housekeeping, but
there’s never been a hook before,” says
Nathan Walker, senior water resources
planner with Amec Foster Wheeler in
Blue Bell, Montgomery County. “DEP
has now yanked that hook through this
upcoming MS4 permit. For the first
time, we will have a permit that acty-
ally requires municipalities to go back
and clean up water from past issues.”
2017 is shaping up to be a critical
year for MS4 communities, which must
develop and submit these pollutant re-
duction plans along with their general
permit application by September 16.
Following a review by DEP, the permits
are scheduled to go into effect March 16,
2018, and then the real work of reducing
sediment and nutrient run-off can begin.
“Municipalities should be in the
heart of their planning by now,” says
Lee Murphy, environmental group
manager at DEP’s central office. He
notes that townships must really have
their plans complete by August 3 since
a 45-day public participation period is
required. >
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